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the second daughter, became the wife of Mr. Samuel Ensign, 
a teacher in the county public schools, in the fall of 1873. Two 
children were born of this union, a son, Ralph, who died when 
young life is so filled with promise, at the age of 17 years; a 
daughter, Miss Olive L. Ensign, is a resident of this city, an 
honored member of our schools. 

Many of us present will recollect with pleasure the Miss 
Bettie Shrewsbury (as her friends loved to call her) of thirty 
years ago. Her charming personality, quiet wit and humor, 
and her exalted consideration for others, made her a favorite in 
the social circles of pioneer society. The Shrewsbury home 
was a synonym' for old-time Virginia hospitality, the family hav- 
ing originally come fromi the State from which that article is 
supposed to have originated. The presence of two young ladies 
and several grown up sons added much, also, to the attraction 
of the home. If we were privileged to lift the veil of years, and 
disclose the struggle and trials of this life, we would discover 
gold, tried in the furnace of affliction — womanhood, mother- 
hood, widowhood, become consecrated, idealized. 

Mrs. Ensign was a member of Bethany Presbyterian Church 
in this city. At the memorial service, both pastor and people 
gave earnest expressions to her work as a Christian, as well as 
to her faithfulness as a teacher in the Sunday school. 

In this brief chronicle of a beautiful life, we may not esti- 
mate character or give its results, but all should know that 
Elizabeth Shrewsbury Ensign's desires and efforts were for the 
highest and noblest ideal in this life, which should prepare one 
for a death that should be without fear. 

"Some one has gone from this strange world of ours, 

No more to gather its thorns with its flowers; 

One more departed to heaven's bright shore; 

Ring the bells softly, there's one gone before." 
Respectfully, 

Virginia W. Davis, 
M. F. Quinn, 

Committee. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

WILLIAM F. GROSSER. 

At his home, 622 South Spring street, on the 15th of April, 
1901, died Wm. F. Grosser. Such is the brief record that tells 
the end of a useful life. 
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For more than a quarter of a century the people of Los 
Angeles have known William F. Grosser as a business man, a 
citizen, a scientist and an astronomer; and in every sphere of 
life in which he has moved he has been respected and honored. 

William F. Grosser was born at Potsdam, Prussia, Decem- 
ber 16, 1835. When but 11 years of age he came with his 
parents to New York City, where his father located and set up 
in business. He was a skillful optician, and besides had devoted 
his leisure time to the study of astronomy. His son William 
learned his father's trade, and also acquired a knowledge of 
astronomy. This knowledge he turned to practical use. 
Equipped with a powerful telescope, he visited most of the 
larger cities in the United States, giving astronomical lectures 
and exhibitions. 

March 15, 1862, Mr. Grosser, at Washington, D. C., was 
married to Miss Eleanor Nipper, a native of Weimar, Germany. 
The union proved a happy one, husband and wife being de- 
voted to each other until death removed the former. 

In October, 1873, Mr. Grosser came to California via Pan- 
ama. Early in 1874, they located in Los Angeles. Here he 
first engaged in the furniture business, his store being located 
at the corner of Fifth and Main streets. He purchased a tract 
of land on Vejar street, south of Fourteenth street, now known 
as the Grosser tract. This was subdivided into lots during the 
great real estate boom of 1887, and a portion of it sold. 

He erected a three-story brick block on the corner of San 
Julian and Fifth streets, where he and his sons established in 
the grocery business. 

After retiring from active business, he again devoted him- 
self to his favorite study, astronomy. In addition to his knowl- 
edge of astronomy, he was an expert microscopist. He was 
always ready to give his services to the schools and scientific 
societies of the city in the study of astronomy and kindred sub- 
jects, with the aid of his telescope and microscope. He gave 
public astronomical exhibitions, not so much for pecuniary re- 
ward as for the pleasure he derived from giving instruction in 
his favorite science. 

He is survived by his widow and five children — three sons 
and two daughters. William and Arthur are engaged in the 
grocery business. George, the youngest, is an accomplished 
musician. The elder daughter, Amelia, is a well-known and 
highly accomplished vocalist, and the younger, Lenore, is an 
instructor of painting in the art department of the University 



202 PIONEER REGISTER 

of Southern. California, of which institution she is a graduate. 
Mr. Grosser was a member of the Turnverein Germania of 
Los Angeles, and had held almost every position of honor in 
the gift of the order. He was a charter member of Los Angeles 
Lodge, No. 55, A. O. U. W., and also a member of the Pioneers 
of Los Angeles County. 

Loving husband, kind father, faithful friend and brother 
pioneer, thou art gone from among us, but thy memory shall 
be treasured and thy name honored. 

Resolved, That a copy of this memorial be sent to the 
family of our deceased brother, and that one be preserved in 
the archives of the society for publication in the Pioneer 
Register. 

Respectfully, 

Louis RoEDER, 
August Schmidt, 
Geo. W. Hazard, 

Committee. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

SAMUEL CALVERT FOY. 

Samuel Calvert Poy died in Los Angeles, California, April 
24th, 1901. He was born September 23rd, 1830, in Washing- 
ton, D. C. His father, Capt. John Foy, was born in the county 
of Roscommon, Province of Connaught, Ireland, about 1783, 
and emigrated to America when a young man, and settled in 
the city of Washington. He was a graduate of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and was a civil engineer. He laid out and superin- 
tended the grounds of the White House and the Capitol, and 
for many years had charge of the botanical gardens. Much 
of his work there still remains as a monument to his taste and 
skill. He died in Washington, July 23rd, 1833. He was the 
sixteenth child of his parents. He was married about 18 17 to 
Miss Mary Calvert, of Lexington, Kentucky, daughter of Chris- 
topher and Eliza Calvert, nee Cox, both of whom were natives 
of Virginia. The Calverts of Virginia were of the Maryland 
Calverts, well known in the history of those States. Capt. John 
Foy and wife spent all of their married life in Washington, 
where their children were born. After his death his widow, 
with her three little boys,, returned to her people in Kentucky, 
where she married Mr. Rich of Covington. Mrs. Foy was a 



